CHICHEN-ITZA GOLD DISCS
Ten decorated gold discs,
recovered from the sacred well
of Chlchen-ltza, Mexico, record
incidents in the' struggle between
the Yucatan Mayas and the
Invading Tula-Toltec people.   The
discs were torn into small
fragments (left) before being
thrown into the well and only one
has been recovered  complete.
About ten inches In diameter,
the discs had an inch-wide border
pattern encircling a central
decoration which was usually
divided horizontally into three
segments, with the scene of action
depicted in the middle, a sky
deity'above, and an earth monster
below.   Above right, Mayan
warriors attempt to escape on
rafts or by swimming from their
Tula-Toltec pursuers in the canoe
seen at right.    This disc is
unusual in that it has no earth
monster at the bottom.   The sky
deity Is pictured with outstretched
arms against a background
representing a  two-headed  dragon with wide-open jaws and  protruding, curling  tongues.
Below, enlarged drawings of two sky deities.   These always contain a serpentine element with
usually a human figure entwined In the colls or issuing from the mouth of the snake or dragon.
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